
At Gan Kindergarten we believe that children develop identity, meaning, and 
purpose  through connections to the community and to the natural world. We help 
students grow in all dimensions: emotional, psychological, creative, social, 
imaginative, physical, intuitive, spiritual and intellectual.
 
We believe that children are curious and capable creators of meaning.  Children 
drive their own learning through play, observation, and interaction.  Teachers work 
together with the children as co-explorers and learners. Our small classroom size, 
which focuses on individual learning styles, enables every child to receive focused 
attention.
 
The warm classroom environment includes 5 learning centers dedicated to 
developing lifelong learning skills and creativity. Children have the freedom to 
engage in self directed learning, based on their interests.
 
Through supportive instruction, children develop the ability to focus and 
concentrate on their learning. We encourage critical thinking, problem solving and 
resiliency. All of these components build a solid foundation for academic success.
 
Gan Kindergarten incorporates themes of Jewish culture and values throughout the 
academic curriculum and the Jewish calendar year. We are a supportive community 
of students, parents and teachers who are committed to lifelong learning and 
development.
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This area develops motor control, coordination, independence, 
concentration and responsibility. The exercises in practical life cover two 
main areas of development: care of self, and care of the environment.
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This area enables the child to order, classify, and describe sensory 

impressions in relation to length, width, temperature, mass, color, and pitch. 

We help children develop visual, auditory and speech capacities. By engaging 

in integrative learning experiences, students involve all 5 senses in their 

learning. 

This area focuses on developing the child's understanding of numbers, 
symbols, sequence and operations. We use concrete materials to introduce 
abstract concepts and give a sequential understanding of mathematical 
concepts.

We will focus on advancing oral language, writing, reading, grammar, 

creative expression and comprehension. Through guided activities the 

children will learn to link sounds and letter symbols. We will be exploring 

both the Hebrew and English language in this area.

Our activities expose the children to a diversity of cultures through the lens of 

geography, history, life sciences, music and art. Throughout the year, the 

students will explore and celebrate the Jewish holidays and history through 

play, art, song and cooking.
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We believe in encouraging the artist in every child by giving them 
the ability to express themselves through art.
Our Kindergarten Art Program is created to foster a child's 
natural creativity while introducing them to the basics elements 
of art, design and theory. Children will practice various 
techniques such as painting, sculpture, mixed media and collage. 
They will learn about color, form, line, shape, space, texture and 
value. 
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Our STEM curriculum uses hands on, real-life situations to help 
children learn to navigate and problem solve in the world around 
them. By introducing children to Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematical Concepts, we will spark their curiosity and 
advance their understanding of the world.

FARM
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Gan's Farm Program aims to inspire a deep connection to 

the land and animals. By engaging children in farm activities 

we build their confidence, independence, appreciation of the 

seasons and joy in life. Activites will include supervised 

farmwork, gardening and creative projects tracking the 

rhythm of the seasons. This program will take place weekly 

at the New Village Farm in Shelburne, weather permitting.
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The Gan Sports program aims to develop self esteem, teamwork, 
leadership skills and physical fitness. Activities will include play, team 
sports, movement and coordination. Sports will be safe, accessible, 
fun and healthy for all children. The program will take place at the 
local YMCA on a weekly basis.



We believe Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people, reflecting 

our identity and heritage. Learning a second language at an early 

age supports cognitive development. Our program will introduce 

Hebrew as a second language. Children will become familiar and 

comfortable with conversational hebrew through a wide variety of 

activities. We will focus on the foundational skills of hebrew letter 

(aleph bet) recognition and vocabulary in context.

 

Our Music program is designed to enhance young children’s 

exposure to music. The program encompasses all aspects of 

a child’s early musical development. We will focus on voice, 

instruments, and movement.  We aim to expose our 

students to a variety of musical mediums, creating space 

for them to explore their relationship with music.

MUSIC AND 
MOVEMENT

JUDAICS
At Gan Kindergarten we aim to cultivate Jewish identity and an 

affinity for Jewish tradition. Our program connects the children to 

Jewish heritage, values and practices. Our activities will focus on 

Tefilla (prayer songs), Mitzvot (good deeds), Parsha (biblical 

stories), Jewish holidays and Tikun Olam (improving the world).

 

NUTRITION AND 

WELLNESS

The Gan Nutrition club will help children develop 

healthy dietary habits. Our experiential sessions, 

guided by a Registered Dietitian, will introduce 

students to nutritional elements, new foods and 

traditional Jewish dishes.

HEBREW
IMMERSION



PROGRAM
STAFF & DETAILS

 

 
Location: 
57 South Williams Street, Burlington Vermont 05401
 
School Day : 9:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m
School Day Kindergarten Pricing: $9,500
Extended Day Options: 7:30 a.m - 5:30 p.m
Extended Day Pricing: Hourly rates at $8 per hour
 
Gan Kindergarten Staff
Lisa Rosen Ryan – Gan Yeladim Director
Draizy Junik – Gan Kindergarten Coordinator
Andrea Wilson – Kindergarten Lead Teacher
Beth Starger-Knox – Art and STEM Program Director
Valerie Libraty – Wellness Director and Nutrition Club Teacher
Michaela Ryan – New Village Farm Director 

www.ganyeladimvt.com

802-658-5770

Draizy@chabadvt.org

@chabadvermont

@chabadvt_



 

OUR GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
 The starting point of all growth in life is connection. From the 
moment a child is born the connection to their family and 
community is key to their development. These relationships 
form a base for the child to build upon as they grow.
 
Our classroom community creates a sense of warmth and family 
throughout. Because every parent who chooses Gan Yeladim is 
family, we aim to be there for all of our family’s needs inside and 
outside of school.
 
We believe that every single child is born to make a unique 
contribution to the world. As Educators, we owe it to the world 
to ensure our students realize their great potential.


